1. What were the two main empires that early Muslims had to conquer? Briefly describe how each was conquered and how did the Muslims treat their peoples after their conquest.
2. Briefly describe who the “people of the book” are. What did early Muslim think of them?
3. Who were the “people of the pact”? Did Muslims force people to convert?
4. What did Christians think and say about the early Muslims?
5. When, how and why did the Islamic community divide after the death of Muhammad?
6. What was the most interesting (e.g. unexpected, profound, strange, etc) you have learned about early years of Islam after reading the assigned material? Write a brief (less than 100 words) essay in which you reflect on what you have learned so far.
7. Based on Moucarry's "A Christian Perspective on Islam," can you identify at least two points on which the Christian views on Islam differs from the Muslim views of themselves and of Christianity?
8. Based on your readings, propose one question you wish to addressed in class? (Your question shall remain anonymous, if you so wish.)
 
Assignment is due on Thursday, September 13, 2018.
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